DIARIES OF MARCUS LAUGHTON

Historical notes attached to the diaries by an archivist of the Royal Society in the 1860s identifies
Marcus Laughton (1734-1806) as a physicist who had joined the Society in 1762. He began writing
his diaries in 1758 and seems to have kept them with fair regularity until near the end of his life (the
last entries are listed in 1804). At his bequest, the Mercy Hill Asylum saw the diaries donated to the

Royal Society for historic preservation.

Selected entries of interest from 1788:

il huneday 15,

Witte this marning eager lo begin proparalions cn my presentation to the @gﬂ/ gacwg
wﬂfﬁmmy the comel which lad been 74760‘//(/6(1// lo me 5// %%/Muz/ 5 lelter, I%ﬂ/&// qﬁ which
inte the /w/ygg uninhabited area north of g@@%&/@/ presents such an exeding ofpporlundy for
the Jfﬂ(% / celestial Gﬁa’ﬁ(}fd . %//e/m , Lf/gw/lm// ﬁy&%ﬁm]ﬁ/ﬁ lo locale %ﬁwﬂk/ § lelter,
much lo my frudlration. WMarie, o course, denied a’jét«//féa'ly w/yz%&/y upon my dest. Tl
last, f was forced lo consull the record ﬂm&/ made lere in my diary 60/}71}6}0/11/'/% the lelter
lo refresh my mind of the delails, but ﬂwmwt/f;m’ the entry T am certain to have written

/deﬁﬂe{/ﬁ.



<%?(/(7 5 meeling of the @(/Vyﬂ/ Q/()(mly 1ot loft me ina great state of confitsion. J/’jfﬁn/z‘ 2
m@///ﬂ(/ with that sense (/ dread which accompanies the é()//{// that one //(14 /(*/{fy(*//(’//l» lo malke
f/?e/m ﬁ///ﬁ//(/’é(l//(a/{f(/ 74 ﬁw o’(wz(f/ ymﬂf ajacr or commidment. (7)’?{/ S, %(m’ no bidiness nor
assistances lo render /5/(»/(/ the @nmﬂ{y Q/?% way //u((flyﬁ the @ air, however, «ﬁﬂ(/o’
4/((/0%/(4/ afflicted with a curiods (/0/(5/1?/7 (/’(t{?)’/’{i/z». @Ufm/y Edwards '/)m)/(w/aﬂ'(mf on
G )//f(f(// (//(4(/9 Lf/()// a o’//faw/yﬁ o ﬁ}/)/l/d’/(*/l» lo leap lo ////y/(/’()/ and lake the /)o(/'//m, (M, Y my
name had been called. . 5. ;’ly)/émﬂec/ this %mﬂm impulse and remained fémyﬁﬁ{/z/ in my
deat, albeil in an increase sdate 7 wunease. %ﬂﬂ(mﬁé’, al lea, cj];//ﬂ//(/ ﬁiyzj{’/ /ff/(///f/ﬁy

- )
several points of interest /ffyaﬂ/lf/g// the presentation « 7 had glven /{fyam/ﬁfy the (%(’//{”F/(jy

- > 2 . / ., . .
@fme/. %;1:'('(/)/, of colrse, ﬂ(/{/ 7/1/(/1/» 7o d/z(ﬁ////fefjﬁ///a/m//».

June. Friday {5,

f%é;éﬂ'g”mz(/ fﬁ(//gﬁ//@’o’ writing in 2751})//'0/0/4/1((/ aver the past week fhave o{ll}éé/ belied the
y/’ﬁtl/ dense (// cory Wision which has coerwlelmed ”y/ ///(/’ e%‘j( these several (/({;/o cﬂ(/é’(’/
awchen eac merning convineed that - 7, /Tﬂ(f{{/(//{{/?(/ Wgyo’f/ in residence at the Q/{i{t{wy?’/n/
Inn. On %y/(/y Lf//(w//;/ sereamed in Werie 4 j face when she (f/)e//(/// the door to
deliver my brealyast, so cerlain that she was dame phantasmal mang botation. I frave to give
cease lo 7){(/// berambulations /A/f(flyé the estate ;’/ //'c:////mé’{ /;, Qj///(/ /{%/def/ //mzy)//('(/é/y

beco ming lost and m/z///u/(f(/ amaong the trees.

Jane. @;l/{{l’(/dy' /9.
7
Y )
efo’(ee now that cﬂ(ﬂ/ ne dhoice. «% dende (f//d’(// ‘5 ol (// balance and, / ej/%%’/m lo restore
i, then I shaadd sech to bring myself to thal place where my fﬁmyﬁfd cz//(fa(/y/ dwell. Tris
C C — &
- 3
}Il(f/f//l://y/ j(ufrm/y{f( /,,, 172 4/(17(/(4(/(&(% lo (*(/,My me lo %‘()/f/"(’/(’y with the inlenticn (/
C 7 - 2 2 c o -
passing on lo %ﬂe/ﬂ/{fﬂ/ affer local arrangements could be made. Thre coaching company.
=)
fowever, asfed me / wowld ///fj/e%(//)/f%ﬂ basiage le OB richester, since that would be nearer
lo Wyﬁ)m/ destination. . J. 12([0/!/y/ dtruck the ﬁwuz/(}r /)’dé/)’/m/y ducl nondende. - ﬂ(/}() that the
recent @ﬁ/{ (4 %ﬂ(mﬁ acl /m'//é/f//zy a maodicum (// much //()1%(/(%(1,//)/(//(1/})’/(»//(1//57/// lo this
‘ c - -
/7/2(//14//}//. Swonder houw mmzyﬁﬁlj fave been tricked inte boe ling pasiage t(%/ff(f/ia/m/ cilies
17 17 (

’ 3 2 . .
on the /)/%//W%/mﬂ {// their ignorance.
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. ﬁm& %/{/{fﬁ 24.

Yy 7 D .. i D) e i 7
B/////ﬂ denses are Shatlered. O/ﬁmz» arriving in %ﬁf/{”(’/éjﬁ on %/m'(/qy evening. zj/(f(//ll(/’ a
commundy bolth Smaller and mwmwé(/é/y different in character than the ety S remembered

7 2 < £
Srom my /(lzjf/'(//uwgﬁ here. Turthermere, <f(za/(/c//¢)m/ ne trace nor memary of my friend
7 C V7 -

Yy R Cl , w P . 7 ]
- W/ﬂ///{% %{/ then there were the damnable /%/mm@ lo %//(?/L(’d/ﬂ/’ " ef/ﬁ(flg/// 174
odd that seme new o mamundy q(’fjlmﬁ impertance foad. prung up jusl to the north (//

0 1 _
S ) 7
?/05(1//4()/{:7 in the five yearsdince T ve last visited, but when qj//f/m//( - welented and came

fl g . . . ‘/1/ . . .
north I discovered an entire cdly. o impessible cdly.
; /

. /(//um. <}//;o(/d/y 22,
?/ZZ (f/f/y/ “é alie. ﬂ(ll/(’/ fy)(m/ the (/(f/// /ﬂ(//é///(/ s cobblestones. C?Azf/faa(/////y/ s streets ecne al
° U . 7 7 > -
a time, New, in the sunset’s y/{fﬁmmr, Fsitata ((y? and wilh one eye S write fé{?)’/'{i{////?(l/
i the midst (// a é///)’///ﬂ/y/ mallitude and with the cther e/iy(l//"l‘ oul al wilderness and
/éuf/m/mz(/ . /(]‘émf my dmu’(y,&m’(%@’ on a bubble as insubstantial as this entire wasteland (f/

last Souds.

. Z};'c//(/f/llg’yff/ f(/(/@/(// lotwards the (‘C(/ya//yw‘/fa which beckans me. - nd then 5, /%[//(;/0 m il
(7/% miind fnows that c/(/:_j//(////(/ be o”/(//l(/é/ﬁy/ wpon that erater 5 (%{( e where /Aﬂ/y/fm/ melecr
Jell. but I could remain there ne /mgm/. . jfc’/mﬂ(/ na raw impact there, bal rather a placid
late well worn é/ centuries or millennia (/ 274 (%////f///?/y, 7’/)/7/2////?/7 %(////4 L%: (/(211447/(;/(//
there was loc drang and my ears were filled with a horrible vibration: a d@mf(ﬁé}y dymphc ny

of crichetson y
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. ////7 ‘ c///u«(/({y /9,

j' ) L, @w /([, e 4 e i .

. /?(mm/ madness. Put noew S see that it &5 nol S whe i mad. bl rather the world which
foas been unmade.

After the entry on July 19" there is a sizable gap in Laughton’s entries. When they continue (in a
separate volume), it appears that he has been incarcerated at Mercy Hill Asylum.



